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Welcome! 
Carey Nyberg: Classroom teacher

Melissa Kania: 3-5 Math Intervention

Emily Duncan: K-2 Math Intervention

Kathy Leerssen: 3-5 Literacy Intervention

Kelsey Rogstad: K-2 Math Intervention

Lacey Robertus: Special Educator 

Alise Strawn: Special Educator 

The slides in this presentation 
are all in your handouts.  The 
entire slide deck will also be 
available in PDF form on the 

WCE website.  

If questions arise, please ask!  
But we have the last 10-15 

minutes for questions as well.



What is MTSS?
In Colorado, a Multi-Tiered System of 
Supports (MTSS) is defined as:

a prevention based framework of 
team-driven, data-based problem solving 
for improving the outcomes of every 
student through family, school, and 
community partnering and a layered 
continuum of evidence-based practices 
applied at the classroom, school, district, 
region, and state level.



We Believe That:
● ALL children can learn and achieve high standards as a result of effective teaching.

● All students must have access to a rigorous, standards-based curriculum and 

researched-based instruction.

● Intervening at the earliest indication of need is necessary for student success (Pre 

K-12).

● A comprehensive system of tiered interventions is essential for addressing the full 

range of student needs.

● Student results improve when ongoing academic and behavioral performance data 

inform instructional decisions.



We Believe That:
● Collaboration among educators, families and community members is the 

foundation for effective problem-solving and instructional decision making.

● On-going and meaningful involvement of families increases student success.

● All members of the school community must continue to gain knowledge and 

develop expertise in order to build capacity and sustainability of MTSS.

● Effective leadership at all levels is crucial for the implementation of MTSS.





Tier 1 Instruction: Universal Core Instruction

All classroom instruction: Math, reading, writing, science, 
social studies

- Differentiated learning 
- Grade Level Standards-based 
- Rigorous content 
- Common behavior systems/supports in place



Tier 2 Instruction (step 1) 
Provider: Classroom Teacher

Walk to Learn Overview

- Daily block in grades K-5
- Teacher is targeting a specific skill with a small group (4-5) using a research 

based intervention that has been identified as a gap skill or behavior.  
- Intervention around the specific skill or behavior continues for 6 weeks with 

weekly progress monitoring.
- Parents receive progress monitoring every 3 weeks.



Tier 2 Instruction (step 2)
Provider: Interventionist 

Literacy- K-2 Kelsey Rogstad, 3-5 Kathy Leerssen

Math- K-2 Emily Duncan, 3-5 Melissa Kania 

For students who have not made sufficient progress in the 
Tier 2 (step 1) intervention,  have more significant gaps- 
children are seen by an interventionist for 20-45 
minutes/day (depending on grade level and subject).



Math Intervention
- 6 Week Cycle, Progress updates come home every three weeks.

- Bridges Intervention System: primary curricular resource

- Researched based with specific skill focus

- Skills targeted might be on grade level or below grade level, determined by 

the team

- May complement classroom instruction or might be a previously taught skill.

- In addition to grade level instruction from classroom teachers



Literacy Intervention 
- 6 Week Cycle 

- Progress reports sent home every 3 weeks

- Researched based and narrow skill focus (phonics, writing, comprehension, 

fluency, etc.)

- Skills targeted might be on grade level or below grade level, determined by 

the team

- May complement classroom instruction or might be a previously taught skill.

- Children receive grade level instruction from classroom teachers



Other Intervention Services

- Social Emotional Wellness
- Speech (parent must give consent with signature prior to Speech 

observation or working with student as intervention)

- Occupational Therapy 



MTSS Meeting
- After 6-12 weeks in Tier 2 Intervention, a conversation might take place with 

the data team to determine if a MTSS meeting needs to be called to discuss 
rate of growth and current progress levels.

Four basic outcomes: 

•Student has closed gaps and should return to core class.

•Student is growing at an expected rate and closing gaps but should continue intervention.

•Student is not growing at an expected rate, but should continue intervention. (Parent involvement).

•Student is not showing  adequate growth and should be referred to MTSS for further planning.



Tier 3: Special Education 
- An MTSS meeting will take place to decide if a SPED referral needs to be 

completed to evaluate whether the student qualifies for an Individual 
Education Plan (IEP).

- If the team concludes evaluation needs to take place, the parent will give 
consent and the 60 day evaluation process will begin. 

- At the evaluation meeting will be held to discuss the body of evidence and 
determine if the student qualifies for an IEP.



Tier 3: Special Education

- Ways to be identified for an IEP: 
- Specific Learning Disability

- 2 years below grade level in 
academics 

- Other Health Impairment
- ADHD 
- Epilepsy 

- Health condition that impact 
learning

- Autism
- Speech Language Impairment

- Needs to significantly impact access 
to general education

- Visual impairment
- Traumatic Brain Injury
- Serious emotional disability
- Orthopedic Impairment 
- Multiple Disabilities 
- Hearing Impairment
- Intellectual Disability 
- Developmental Delay 
- Deaf-blindness



Tier 3: Special Education
-If the student meets criteria, the Initial IEP will be developed.

-”The Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) is a plan or program developed to ensure that a child who has a 

disability identified under the law and is attending an elementary or secondary educational institution receives 
specialized instruction and related services.”

- The IEP meeting will include a discussion around: 

- Service hours

- Accommodations/Modifications needed (classroom and assessment)

- Annual Goals/Objectives (specific to student)

-Services will be implemented immediately following the IEP finalization. 



504 Plan
Supports students in accessing the general education

Who qualifies:

- Student who performs at least 50% below or half a grade level below his/her 
peers without teacher accommodations. 

- Student’s who have a disability but do not demonstrate the need for direct 
support from Special Service providers. 

Differences between 504 and an IEP

- 504 provides accommodation
- IEP’s provide direct services 



Parent Resources
- Your child’s teacher or the math/literacy interventionist 

- Colorado Department of Education: http://www.cde.state.co.us/mtss

- RtI Parent/Family Resources: http://www.rtinetwork.org/parents-a-families

http://www.cde.state.co.us/mtss
http://www.rtinetwork.org/parents-a-families

