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Welcome back to school Westerly Creek Wolves! 

Use the materials in this packet to help you get the 
school year off to a great start! 

Welcome Back Checklist

Hang the Home of a Westerly 
Creek Wolf sign in a window in 
your home. 

Decorate your homework space

Pick out your spirit wear on the 
first day of school

Fill out the about the About My 
Summer Sheet

Take a back to school picture to 
share with family and friends

Drop off a Wolfpack Welcome 
Back Pack for a fellow Westerly 
Creek student.
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Decorate your home study space with 
some WCE school spirit!
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CREATEUse this banner or create your 
own! Show your school pride in 
your own way!
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This summer I ...

CREATE

READ... LISTENED TO... FELT...

LEARNED...WATCHED... VISITED...

TALKED TO...ATE... CREATED...
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

DATE GRADE
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years old when I grow up
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This summer is about to end, but that means a 
new WCE school year is about to begin!

WCE is the best school you can find and WCE 
students are one-of-a-kind.

Your year as a Westerly Creek WOLF is about 
to start, so here are some goodies from the 
heart. 

WELCOME BACK WCE WOLVES!

(Pass this token of friendship on to another 
Westerly Creek wolf as a welcome back to 
school)

Print o� the poem below. Put together a little welcome back 
pack for a fellow Westerly Creek Wolf and leave it on their front 
porch. (Think “You’ve been boo’d”)  Print o� one extra to include 
in the pack! 
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LEARN
BOOK IT to the CREEK – Our biggest fall fundraiser! It launches in May and 
encourages summer reading to prevent “the summer slide” so our students are pre-
pared when they return to school. We hope it establishes reading as a fun habit since 
kids choose what they read. It also allows family and friends to sponsor our young 
readers and support WCE. All students, including new and ECE students can 
participate - just sign up at thewcepta.com/bookit

BOOK IT or BITTC – Abbreviation for Book it to the Creek: “Book It” is heard in the 
halls of WCE in the late spring through fall months; BITTC is often shorthand used in 
email or teach communications.

Bridging the Gap – Term we use to “bridge the gap” between DPS funding and the 
extras we want for our students at the school. “Bridging the Gap” is what we call our 
Annual Fund campaign since it is direct giving that helps to provide that extra funding. 

Creek Kids – Creek Kids are one student from each class that is recognized for 
demonstrating the Creek Kid Character Values and/or Personal Success Factors that 
the school is focusing on that month. Creek Kids are chosen weekly and announced on 
Friday mornings.

Creek Kid Assembly - A monthly school-wide ceremony that recognizes all the 
students in each class that were named Creek Kids for that month. Family are invited to 
attend!

Creek Kid Character Values – Compassion. Respect. Empathy. Engage. Kind. 
[CREEK]

CSC – The Collaborative School Committee (CSC) is the decision-making body for 
Westerly Creek Elementary. It is comprised of the Principal, three teachers, three 
parents, and one community representative.

Discovery Link – Provided by DPS, Discovery Link offers quality programming before 
and after school, during school breaks, and on school dismissal days at over 40 sites 
across the district, including Westerly Creek Elementary. 

DPS – Abbreviation for Denver Public Schools, which is WCE’s school district.

WCE LINGO 
At Westerly Creek Elementary, we have a 
language all our own!
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Enrichments – After school activities that community members provide at the school. 
There are three sessions throughout the year with different enrichment activities. 
Families can sign their student up for an additional fee.

GAP Parties – Small gatherings of WCE parents that come together socially and raise 
funds to “fill the gap” between DPS funding and the grant that the PTA commits to 
Westerly Creek. 

i-Ready – Online computer tool that offers programs that helps educators teach, assess 
and assign work to address the diverse needs of our students in subjects like reading, 
mathematics, intervention, test prep and more. Many WCE teachers use i-Ready in the 
classroom and for at-home assignments.

Mindful Minute – Students are asked to take a silent minute of being still in either 
meditation or just with their thoughts to calm their bodies and mind before such spe-
cials. 

Paras – Short for paraprofessionals, they assist our full-time teaching staff in the 
classroom. Much of our PTA fundraising initiatives go towards providing 
paraprofessionals at WCE. These paras help keep our student-to-teacher ratio lower 
and provide help in the classroom. 

Personal Success Factors - As a school community we are learning how to embed 
character into routines by naming, modeling, teaching, and building an understanding of 
the Personal Success Factors: Grit, Gratitude, Curiosity, Zest, Optimism, Self-Control, 
and Social Intelligence.

Pool-to-School – This annual tradition of walking together as WCE families kicks the 
school year off right! 

PTA – Parent Teacher Association. All parents and teachers are invited to join the PTA 
and membership meetings occur every other month on the second Tuesday of the 
month. 

Quiet Wolf – Named for our mascot, the quiet wolf is a hand signal that teachers and 
students hold up to symbolize that we need quiet and listening ears for the speaker.

Specials – The WCE term for Extracurricular Classes that our students rotate through 
every 14 days. These include Art, Physical Education, Drama, Technology or STEM, and 
Music. 
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Spirit Fridays – Every Friday! WCE administration and students are encouraged to 
wear their spirit wear gear and show their school spirit. 

Auction – The Auction is one of WCE’s largest fundraisers. Parents, teachers, friends 
and family are invited to attend and participate in our silent and live auction. It is a super 
fun evening of raising funds to support WCE.

Turkey Trot – A WCE tradition celebrating Fall. Parents are invited to join their kids at 
the school and watch them chase the Turkey around the school grounds and enjoy fall 
festivities. 

Vegas Night – Vegas Night is a fundraiser for WCE. We’ll have casino games with 
professional dealers and equipment, prizes, drinks, dancing, and whole lot of fun!

WCE – Abbreviation for Westerly Creek Elementary. Go Wolves!

WCEats – Held throughout the school year, these “restaurant nights” are fun 
community events where you can dine-in, take-out or get delivery from participating 
restaurants who then return a portion of the sales to WCE. We try to host one a month 
during the school year. 

Wolf Den Welcome – Our annual “Welcome back!” event that usually happens the 
Thursday afternoon before the first day of school. The school administration and PTA 
will share important information about WCE. Students learn their classroom 
assignments and can meet their teachers and see their classroom before the start of 
school. We also have LOTS of treats and fun for kids out on the blacktop, weather 
permitting.
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Westerly Creek Families: 

We are very excited about this 2021-2022 School Year. There are lots of 
opportunities to get involved, volunteer, and donate to continue to provide our 
children with a one-of-a-kind education. 

Here are some things you can do: 

• Join our PTA to show your commitment to the school and our efforts. Sign up for
a membership: www.thewcepta.com/membership

• Attend PTA meetings on Zoom throughout the school year.

• Support our direct giving campaign. We ask each family to donate $250 per
student per year. You can do that as a one-time payment or a recurring monthly
transaction. And don’t forget to check if your company matches that donation.
Donate: www.thewcepta.com/donate

• Enroll your King Soopers Loyalty Card to benefit Westerly Creek. Visit
www.kingsoopers.com/account/communityrewards/ and search for our
Organization Name: Westerly Creek Elementary PTA and our Organization
Number: QL933.

• Use  Amazon Smile to donate to Westerly every time you shop: Learn more here:
https://amzn.to/30N8fGe

• Attend our Spring Auction! More details to come, but please don’t miss our
biggest fundraising event of the year, which will be held this fall for the first time
ever!

• Sign up for Book It to the Creek, donate and log hours at:

• https://www.thewcepta.com/bookit

• Sign up to be a room parent or look on our website for all the committees that
need help. We’ll take as little or as much time as you can offer and we’ll have a ton
of fun along the way.

• Box Tops 4 Education Collect and scan your receipt at
boxtops4education.com

• Milk Caps for Mooola Longmont Dairy Milk Caps helps families earn money for
their school. Have students bring milk caps to the bin in near front office at school
to collect these.




